118                ' The hand of Providence!        [August 31.
The carl said grace, both before and after supper, with much decency. He told us a stoiy of a man who was executed at Perth, some years ago, for murdering a woman who was with child by him, and a former child he had by her. His hand was cut off: he was then pulled up ; but the rope broke, and he was forced to lie an hour on the ground, till another rope was brought from Perth, the execution being in a wood at some distance,—at the place where the murders were coin-mitted. ' There, (said my lord,) I see the hand of Providence' I was really happy here. I saw in this nobleman the bust dispositions and best principles ; and I saw him, in my mind's eye1, to be the representative of the ancient Boyds of Kil-'••- ^                              marnock. I was afraid he might have urged drinking, as, I
: , ,•                            believe, he used formerly to do ; but he drank port and water
out of a large glass himself, and let us do as we pleased3. He went with us to our rooms at night; said, he took the visit very kindly; and told me, my father and he were very
T*
•   •                                 peer of Scotland, from a vain ambition to excel a fencing-master in
•    '••                               his own art, played at rapier and dagger with him.   The fencing-' - .                               master, whose fame and bread were at stake, put out one of his lorcl-
•     :                               ship's eyes.    Exasperated at this, Lord Sanquhar hired ruffians, and '" ;                               had the fencing-master assassinated ; for which his lordship was capi-
• I                               tally tried, condemned, and hanged.   Not being a peer of England, he was tried by the name of Robert Crichton, Esq.; but he was admitted
: * •• '                                to be a baron of three hundred years' standing.—See the State Trials;
\   "                                  and the History of England by Hume, who applauds the impartial
.';'                               justice executed upon a man of high rank.   BOSWELL.   The'stronger
abilities' that Chesterfield encountered were Johnson's.    Boswell
•'' .                               thought wrongly that it was of Johnson that his Lordship complained
, : -.                                  in his letters to his son.   Ante, i. 310, note 2.    ' A certain King' was
., '                                Frederick the Great.   Ante, i. 503.   The fencing-master was murdered
. • ;                                  in his own house in London, five years after Sanquhar (or Sanquirc)
. '   .'•                              had lost his eye.   Bacon, who was Solicitor-General, said :—' Certainly
', ' ••                              the circumstance of time is heavy unto you ; it is now five years since
' ' ..                              this unfortunate man, Turner, be it upon accident or despight, gave
:    .   i                              the provocation which was the seed of your malice."   State Trials, ii.
,' '   ',                              743, and Hume's History, ed. 1802, vi. 61.
I•'    • i                                  i Hamlef, act i. sc. 2.
':-.-•'.',                                 ' Perhaps Lord Errol was the Scotch Lord mentioned ante, iii. 193,
• / "   ;                              and the nobleman mentioned il>. p. 375.
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